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‘The Pony Express

Although the Pony Express ran for
only eighteen months, it became a lasting
symbol of the Old West.
The Problem

The Pony Express has come to
symbolize the can-do attitude of American
citizens. The west opened up in the 1840
Settlers began to arrive in wagon trains
on the Oregon Trail. People were on the
move, but news was not moving quickly
enough to meet demand. There had to be
away for information to cross the Rocky
Mountains.
‘The Solution

On April 3, 1860, the first team of
Pony Express riders set out on horseback

from Pikes Peak Station in St. Joscph,
Missouri. ‘This first ride west took just
under 10 days. Soon, there would be over
100 stations along the challenging route
west, which crossed prairies, mountains,
and deserts.
The Decline

The Pony Express became a reliable
and efficient way to send mail west.
However, the riders could not keep up
with advances in technology. A growing
cross-country telegraph network meant
that news could travel thousands of miles
in an instant. Soon after this network was
completed in October 1861, the Pony
Express made its final deliveries.





